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The pavilions at Expo'67 are a fair indication of
where modern architecture is heading.
That over 1200 tons of Alcan aluminium went into
making them is no mere coincidence.
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A Special Digital Archive Excerpt from the James Maccormick MBE Collection of Foundation Expo '88



India

Arveluteet Mansinh M. Rana, designer of

the Indian pavilion, hasg attempted to
crente o mooid of ‘being in Indin’ by
deriving inspiration from traditional archi-
tecture—Hindo temples, Moslem mosques
and Buddhist
although basieally the structure is steel
conerele,
impaortied

stone, Kotah stone, tealis, rosewood . .

vibaraz, For this reason,

andd finishes are  extensivaly

marhle from Makrann, pink
B |1!"||I]I'!-i from the bed of the H.|||gr-.-,
As in other pavilions, thig one = allied to
chisplay technigue that i rather too con-
eorned with the past and too little with the
formidable tasks facing nations such ns
India nt

almost. gives

present. It i
impression of escapism.
Australi
The Australion  pavilion, designed by
James L Maceormick, 18 also o econ-
ventional  building,  this  tome [1|zl:'1'||:
within o ‘bushland setting” (ecmplete with

the
vigitor with a harmonious example of

kangaroo  enclosure) to  ‘provide
imaginative Australian architecture and
landscaping’. In this object it asueeeeds,
hedng second only to the Quebee pavilion
(p1348) 8 n well considered piece of mid-
twentieth contury architecture,

Onee inside and as ‘exhibitionism’, how-
the
question. The prineiple followed has been

VT, whole concept  comes  into

to eroate a haven of tranguility” with aie-

conditioning, earpets and  sixty  decp

armehairs, By sinking into the lntter o

commentary in English or French (identi-
fied by the colour of seat) is automatically
awitehed on to explain (for example) thi
Augtralian way of life. This may b ap-
propriste if one is completely exhausted

in whigh ease one might drop off to sleep
for the restless and remarkebly resilient
Expo-goer, however, the technigue lacks
variety.

The basis of the pavilion structure is four
laminated timber mushroom formations
5:u|1pu1'l-|-|l on reinforced conerete drums
which eontain mechanical services equip-
ment. To consider one of these mushrooms
in detail: sixteen laminated timber ribs
rise from ;_I_rmlm] level to o maximum
height of 34ft and bave a (square)
cantilever span of 44ft. The
thrust of these cantilevers is restrained by
A eircular tension cable introduced into

outward

I'ndian pavilion fromted by a 720t high
replica of gundial b Rajo Jai Singh’s
fenth contury obscreatory in New Delli

Australion pavilion s indended fo be a

thaven of tromgquality’. Growped round

the 1r|u[ur of the roof. The rool r'rn'u-.r'ul_g
gpanning between timber cantilevers is
tongued and grooved boarding finished
with a light plastic membrane externally
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whieh one may lear a eommendary

nnd

1 geonstic spray between laminated

timber sections internally to deaden sound

reflection.

Tho onst

and west

golid walls are clail
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West-caat section through Australian
pavilion. Kangarco enclosure to right

Ramp down

TEREEENE R EE

Upper floor plan

externally with metal panels in 4fb
modules fixed to 3in rolled steel joists
spanning from floor fo ceiling, finished
internally with earpet on dry wall con-
struction with a further 2in of rigid
insulation behind. The north and south
walls are completely glazed with grey glass
in 4ft modules, 11ft 6in high. They arc
framed with natural finished aluminium
windows from floor to ceiling. All four
walls of the exhibition area are braced
externally with 8in x 4in steel box
gections standing free 2}in from the
window frame and spanning between
concrete floor beam and timber roof beam
to give extra rigidity for wind loading.
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Carpet

Detail section through dad'dmg al upper
floor level on north and south faces
{}in = 1ft)




